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Rolando a participant 
at the Hartford Reentry 
Welcome Center, 
has two jobs and an 
apartment he loves. 

During the 2021 legislative session, Connecticut passed an unprecedented number 
of bills that continue the state’s efforts to reform it’s criminal justice system. 
Community Partners in Action actively supported the advocacy efforts and 
leadership of the many organizations instrumental in getting those bills passed. 
The criminal justice bills passed include:

 Clean Slate: Erasure of certain convictions after 5 to 10 years. 
 Providing free phone calls from prison.
 Restoring voting rights for people on parole.
 Recognizing human trafficking as a form of domestic violence.
  US Census counting people incarcerated in their hometown  
instead of the prison’s location. 

 Executive order limiting the use of solitary confinement.
 Redefining the size of drug-free zones.
 Raising the arrest age for youth.

Trust was what motivated Rolando to make a change. He didn’t trust that people would 
stick by him because of the things he had done. Rolando came to realize that he had 
to rebuild the trust of others so his life could become better. Rolando knew he’d have 
trouble finding housing and employment because of his record. So, when Rolando 
learned about Community Partners in Action’s Hartford Reentry Welcome Center, he 
signed up.

The day he was dropped off at the Center, Rolando was welcomed by Amy, his case 
manager, who gave him a reentry backpack and cell phone with pre-paid minutes. 
Amy immediately arranged emergency housing for Rolando until a permanent 
home could be found. With a lot of hard work and Amy’s assistance, Rolando began 
rebuilding people’s trust in him. Today, he has two jobs and an apartment he loves.

WORKING TOGETHER FOR JUSTICE REFORM

REBUILDING TRUST BY BECOMING BETTER



Our REGIONS Residential Treatment 
Program in Hamden opened an on-site 
Vocational Center this year. Created by our 
educational provider ACES, the youth in 
residence can explore a variety of careers, 
including forklift operation, barbering, 
music studios, culinary arts, and technology. 
They also can earn industry-recognized 
certifications, such as ServSafe and OSHA-
10. In addition, the youth are donating the food they 
grow during their hydroponic gardening training to food banks and 
homeless shelters.

Our Hamden and Hartford REGIONS Residential Treatment Programs 
are for male youth ages 14-18. The programs use a therapeutic approach 
to reducing the youths’ risk factors to help prevent them from 
transitioning into the adult criminal justice system.

We are grateful to the United Way of Greater Waterbury for coordinating 
a Day of Caring at our new Waterbury Reentry Welcome Center.  
Located at the Opportunities Industrialization  
Center, students and faculty from 
Post University worked over three 
days to help prepare the program 
for its December 2021 opening. 
Volunteers did landscaping, washed 
windows, cleaned bathrooms, and 
cleared out storage spaces.

The new Reentry Welcome Center 
in Waterbury is modeled after 
our successful center in Hartford. 
It serves people returning to 
Waterbury from prison at the end 
of their sentence. We thank Post 
University and look forward to 
continuing our new partnership.

Participant 
using forklift 

simulator.

TRAINING YOUTH FOR 
VOCATIONAL CAREERS

VOLUNTEERS PREPPING NEW 
WATERBURY REENTRY CENTER

Post University 
volunteer at the 
Waterbury RWC.



José began as a reluctant participant at our 
Manchester Alternative in the Community 
Program (AIC). He didn’t want to talk to 
staff, participate in groups, or anything.  
He wanted to find services on his own.  
But Mary Jane, his Employment Specialist, 
was patient. She convinced José to  
continue with the program to meet  
his probation requirements.

Over time, José realized that working 
with AIC staff gave him the structure 
and guidance he needed to thrive. He 
told Mary Jane, “I don’t think I really 
knew what structure was before.” With 
his manufacturing background, Mary Jane 
connected José with several certification training 
programs that he successfully completed. Those 
certifications helped José to be accepted into  
the Pratt & Whitney Apprenticeship Program. 

Enrichment activities provide youth with an outlet for physical and 
emotional expression. They teach social skills and promote positive 
interactions. Through our long-term relationship with the CT Juvenile 
Detention Centers, Community Partners in Action and our enrichment 
partners already provide youth with art and music therapy, African 
drumming, yoga and mindfulness, and physical fitness. 

We recently tripled the amount of time youth spend in enrichment 
activities by adding TaiChi and Qigong, pet therapy, performing arts, 
and life skills. In addition, our Enrichment Program added Family 
Nights that allow families and caregivers to interact with the youth 
during an enrichment project or performance.

A self-expression 
collage project 
from the Juvenile 
Detention 
Enrichment 
Program.

A manufacturing 
background and completed 
certification training programs 
landed José in the Pratt & 
Whitney Apprenticeship Program.

WORKING TOGETHER 
TO THRIVE

ENRICHING YOUTH IN DETENTION CENTERS



FINANCIALS 
AUDITED, FY 20-21 ENDING JUNE 30, 2021

Community Partners in Action’s partnerships with State agencies fund 
93% of our services.

 Total Revenue: $15,252,361 
 Total Expenses: $12,431,104
 88% of our revenue supports direct services for participants.

IMPACT OF YOUR SUPPORT
FY 20-21

adults and youth participated 
in our 13 programs*2,560 

adults were helped with employment 
and enrolling in school204

FUNDRAISING SOURCES
GIVING FY 20-21

 $278,233 GRANTS

 $132,558 DONATIONS

 $11,008 EVENTS

1,426 people were 
helped with housing  
& basic needs

250 PRISON ARTS PROGRAM 
supply packages delivered to 
134 ARTISTS while the prisons 
were closed to the public

200  people given clothes 
and shoes from the 

Community Service Program at 
Hartford Community Court

267 PEOPLE 
completed evidence-based 
interventions supporting 
behavioral change

* The temporary shutdown of Community Partners in Action’s Community Service Program 
resulted in significantly lower numbers of people served in FY20-21.



DONOR ACKNOWLEDGMENT (JULY 1, 2020 – JUNE 30, 2021)
Thank you for your generosity and believing in the potential for  

people to change their lives for the better.
GENEROUS GIFTS UP TO $999

Elizabeth Aaronsohn
Diane Albert

Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum
Mary Alexander

Allied World
Amazon Smile

America’s Best Local Charities-
Local Independent Charities

Judith Anderson
Raymond Andrews

Imani Ansari
Nathaniel Arden*

Sister Nancy Audette
Elizabeth Dee Bailey

Lisa Baker & Deb Rogala
Nancy Ball

Frank & Deborah Barrows
Wanda Bates

Jon Bauer
Patricia Beckett
Robert Belliveau

John Berman
Meghan Blanchette

Marcia Bonitto
Lorraine Bouchard
Courtney Bourns
Rebecca Boyden

Sandra Bradford-Jennings 
& Derek Jennings

Sheryl Breetz
Susan Brown

Harold Buckingham
Heidi Buckley

Budget Printers
Kyle Burns

Guido & Anne Calabresi*
Colleen Carroll & Debra Kempton

Richard Castagno
Lisa Marie Cavaliere

JoAnne Ceccarelli-Egan
James Chotas

Shannon Clarkson
Linda Cohn & Henry Cohn

Eric Coleman
Congregational Church of Marlborough

Judy-Ann Cooke
Patricia Cote
Beth Curry

John Cusano
Rene Daguerre-Bradford

Kim D’Andrea & Robert D’Andrea
Virginia de Lima
 Nancy DePalma
Frances DeProfio

Diana Desnoyers
Patricia Devoe

Digel Family Foundation
Carolyn Dorais

Ivy Doyle
Susan Dunn
Carol Dupuis

Judy Dworin & William Lambert
Ellen Palmer Wellness LLC

Ashli Esteves-Nelson
Sherri Estrellado

Timothy Everett & Lucy Potter
Woody Exley

First Church of Christ Congregational
First Congregational Church of Guilford

Timothy Fisher
Francis Forand

William Foulk, III
Mary Fournier

Kathy Frederick
Julius & Virginia Friese

Sue Garten
Rona Gollub*

Jeff Grant & Lynn Springer
Cheryl Greenberg

Harvey & Manetta Family Fund*
Christine Healy

Lorri Heffner
 Peter Herbert

Elizabeth Hibino & Stephen Hibino
Carmen Holzman

Nancy Hronek
James & Mary Anne Hubert

Lorraine Hughes
Pat & Chin Huntley

Mary Jean-Byk
Priscilla Jeffrey*

Jewish Community Foundation 
of Greater Hartford, Inc.*

Bruce Jones*
Christine Keller*

Linda Kelly
Susan Kelly 
Ann Kenny

Nancy Kirchmyer
Marie Lopez Kirkley-Bey

Richard Klein
Linda Knightly
Ann Koletsky

David & Charlotte Koskoff
Daniel Krisch

Robert & Lorraine Kulesa
Sharon Labieniec
Susan Labieniec

Jacques Lamarre
Gary LeBeau
Jane Lennox

Margaret Levy
Daniel Lista
Dan Lloyd
John Lobon

Laura Lockwood
Kenneth Long

Martin & Barbara Lutkiewicz
Diane Mack & Robin Gilmartin

William & Marie MacLean
Margo Maine

Sherry Manetta
Joan Marchessault
Sharon Marhewka

Betty Ann Marsland
Lisa Matias

Stanley Maticka
Shawn Maynard

Diane McAndrews
McCarter & English

Colin McEnroe
Edward McInerney

Barbara Meany
Meek Foundation*
Catherine Meyer

Sharon Miller
Abby Moore

Brian & Nancy Murphy
Network for Good

Richard & Beth Nobile
Donald Noel & Elizabeth Brad Noel

Roy Normen
Joan Noyes

Carole Oat & Lisa LaVoie
Jodi Oh

Karen Outerson
Out-of-Home Network LLC

Virginia Owens
Diane Pacetta-Ullmann

Jane Peacock
 Susan Pease

Louis Pechmann
Norma Pelletier
Elizabeth Pite

Maureen & Michael Price-Boreland
Pam Rahn

Attorney Christine Rapillo
Reid & Riege, PC

Linda Rigono
Stephen Rodgers
Sonia Rodriguez

Thaddeus & Barbara Rogala



GENEROUS GIFTS OF $1,000 OR MORE
Anonymous

Bank of America*
Benevity Community Impact Fund*†

Karen Brand and Edward Cox, Jr.
Connecticut Community Foundation

Connecticut Health Foundation
Anne Dranginis

Fidelity Charitable*
Franklin Philanthrophic Foundation

Gambino Family Foundation*
Paige Gillies

Kevin & Beth Grenham*
 Anne Hamilton

Harter Family Charitable Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving*

Stephen Johnson*
Michael & Sharon Kearney

Laz Parking
Louis Lista & Paul DeVeau
Adlyn & Ted Loewenthal*

Marion Hall Chaffee Fund #1*
Joseph & Betty-Ann Migliara
Migliara Family Foundation

Laird Mortimer*
O’Neill/Williams Family Fund*

Schwab Charitable Fund*
Anne Stanback & Charlotte Kinlock*

*Includes Giving via Donor Advised Funds 
†Includes Giving via Employee Giving Programs

Doug & Josie Rogala
Richard & Sally Ruef

Kim Sabino
Kathleen Sadloski & Kim Adamski

Noelymari Velez
Elaine Savin

Ronald & Judith Schlossberg
Alice Schumacher

Sister Elizabeth Secord
Ellen See

Ronald Sexton
Deanne Shapiro

Sheehan & Reeve LLC
Joseph Shortall

James & Carol Sicilian
Gary & Susie Singer

Hermine Smikle
Robert & Sharon Smith

 Amy Smoyer
Gerard & Janice Smyth

Shelley Solomon
South Congregational 
Church-East Hartford

MaryAnn Souza
Vicky Steele

Tiffany Stevens
Francine Stier

Carolyn & Michael Stockman
Richard Syracuse

Tankworks Removal & Replacement
Allan & Sally Taylor

Joyce Thorner
Megan Tomasetti

Sam Tomasetti
Jane Torrey

Laura Towles
Paul & Beverly Truebig*

John Tyner
Jacob & Kate Ullucci

United Way of Central & 
Northeastern Connecticut*

United Way of Greater New Haven*
Mary Jo Urbanek

Nancy Varga
Ellie Vendetti

Mary Von Essen
Megan Wade
Joan Walden

Anne Marie Washburn
Penny Webster
Betsy Whaling
John Whaling

Charlotte &  Robert White
Mary Ellen White & Robert White

Wendy Willinger-Jones
John & Jeanne Wischenbart

John Wyatt
Kim Yarum
Mitsuko Yoo

*Includes Giving via Donor Advised Funds

FUNDERS
Asylum Hill Congregational Church

Bank of America
Charles Nelson Robinson Fund

Common Sense Fund
Community Development Block Grant - City of Hartford

CT Community Foundation
CT Department of Correction

CT Division of Criminal Justice
CT Health and Educational Facilities Authority

CT Judicial Branch-Court Support Services Division
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

J. Walton Bissell Foundation
Stanley D. and Hinda N. Fisher Fund

Tow Foundation
US Substance Abuse & Mental Health 

Services Administration
Ward Family Foundation

Watkinson Prisoners Aid Society

IN KIND
Carlos Acevedo

Amazon
Adrienne Billings-Smith

Capitol Region Education Council
CF Electrical Services

Concerned Parents of Color of West Hartford 
Footwear with Care 

Elaine Hatcher 
Kingswood-Oxford School
Milagros Marrero -Johnson

MCM Acoustics
Public Interest Law Group at UConn School of Law

Gargi Shinde
Dorothy Shirley 

St. Dunstan Parish
Unitarian Universalist Society-East
United Way of Greater Waterbury



Anne Stanback, Chair
Jon Weiner, Esq, Vice Chair

KC Burns, Secretary
Marion Griffin, Treasurer

Esam Boraey, MA
Alexandra S. Castillo

Tim Everett, Esq

Michael Gambino
Tiffany Stevens, Esq
Michael A. Kearney

Jacques Lamarre
Susan Pease, PhD

Brett Rayford, PsyD, MBA

Dr. Josiah Ricardo, EdD
Erick Sandler, Esq

Reginald Simmons, PhD
Victoria Steele

Megan Wade, Esq
Mary Ellen White

2021 EXECUTIVE TEAM
Elizabeth Hines, Executive Director

Deborah Rogala, LCSW, Director of Operations
Lisa Maraia, Chief Financial Officer

Marie MacLean, SHRM-SCP, Human Resources Director
Sandra Bradford-Jennings, MHA, bCRE, Development Director

Noely Sanchez Velez, Administrative Manager and IT Liaison
Derek Morrissey, Program Operations Director

Dorian Santoemma, Program Operations Director
Kayla Callahan, Program Operations Director

COLLABORATIONS
Best Chance Program – Capital Workforce Partners and CT Dept. of Labor

Hartford Reentry Welcome Center – City of Hartford 
and Hartford Foundation for Public Giving

Peer-to-Peer Reentry Case Management - US Substance Abuse & Mental 
Health Services Administration and InterCommunity Health Care

Reentry Housing Partners - CT Department of Correction, City of Hartford, CT 
Coalition to End Homelessness, Community Health Resources, and Journey Home

Waterbury Reentry Welcome Center – Waterbury Opportunities 
Industrialization Center and Career Resources

Community Partners in Action was founded nearly 150 years ago to champion 
criminal justice reform and advocate preserving the dignity of those in and 

out of prison. Our programs and partnerships provide a long-term impact that 
positively transforms individuals and society at large.

2021 PROGRAM MANAGERS
Tony McLendon, Hartford AIC and Transitional Housing

Michael LaBianca, Waterbury AIC and Transitional Housing
Leslie Centeno, Manchester AIC 

Deb Barrows, Community Service Program at Hartford Community Court
Jeffrey Greene, Prison Arts Program

Sonia Rodriguez, Work Release Program
Virginia Lewis, Hartford Reentry Welcome Center

Gordon Lyde, CAC, CADC, Waterbury Reentry Welcome Center
Frances French, MS, REGIONS Residential Treatment Program, Hamden

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS IN ACTION
110 Bartholomew Avenue, Suite 3010, Hartford, CT 06106 

860-566-2030 • info@cpa-ct.org • www.cpa-ct.org
Hartford • Manchester • Waterbury • Hamden

Editor: Sandra Bradford-Jennings, CPA    Design: David Frith, BuzzEngine


