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Prison Arts Program

Creativity can transform lives.

Since 1978, Community Partners in Action’s Prison Arts Program has fostered personal growth, reflection, and
community connection through the visual arts. The program provides opportunities for incarcerated and formerly
incarcerated artists to express themselves, build self-confidence, and share their experiences through art.

Participants develop discipline, patience, and problem-solving skills as they learn to create with limited
resources—skills that are vital both inside correctional facilities and upon reentry into the community. Many
participants continue creating long after release, using art as a foundation for healing, employment, and
advocacy.

Each year, hundreds of artists engage in workshops, exhibitions, and collaborative projects that highlight the
power of creativity to inspire change and promote understanding. Their work has been featured in public
galleries, classrooms, and community spaces across Connecticut—challenging perceptions and strengthening
community ties.

For Artists Currently Incarcerated:

e Paper (Drawing paper, watercolor paper, o Pastels (chalk pastels, oil pastels)
card stock, illustration board, all sizes) e Erasers
e Canvas paper o Watercolor & gouache paints (preferably trays
Drawing pencils with solid paints rather than tubes)
Colored pencils (Prismacolor, Verithins, e Small paint brushes
Derwent, any quality pencil old or new!) e Yarn (artists at York Cl, the women’s prison,
are allowed to crotchet)

For Artists Returning to the Community:

e Paint of all kinds (watercolors, gouache,
acrylics, oils, enamels)

Portfolios for holding artwork
Art supply carrying cases

e Paint brushes Easels
e Canvas boards and stretched canvases Drawing tables
e Rulers, triangles, curve templates Flat files

Your support helps make this possible.

Donations of high-quality art supplies allow participants to continue their creative journeys, providing access to
materials that are often unavailable in correctional settings. Whether new or gently used, every item you
contribute sustains the work of artists who are redefining what's possible through creativity.

Want to Help? Contact:

Lizzette Irizarry, Development Associate, 860 271 7194; lirizarry@cpa-ct.org;

CPA-CT.ORG
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